
 
 
 

The Digital  
Difference 

Western Michigan University Libraries, Digitization Center 

Digitization can aid research, preservation, and access. 
 

• Provide greater access to collections in your 
organization 

• Make your items accessible to the world 
• Provide searchability to collections 
• Promote your institution with digital collections on 

the Internet 
• Support teaching by having digital files of special 

collections used in the classroom 
• Preserve original items with high-resolution high 

quality files 
• Reduce wear and tear on originals by providing 

digital files 
• Protect collections for the future by allowing 

dispersion of digital files for safety 
and preservation  
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Used with permission www.RandyAsplund.com, Society for Creative Anachronism Grete 
Boke, Creation of a Pelican Ceremony. 

 
Types of Projects and Customers: 
 

• Grant from humanities organization to 
create comprehensive digitized collection 
of 8 personal manuscripts online. 

• Classroom support – rare book in the 
classroom through digitization. 

• Retired researcher needing images of a one 
of a kind book from a distant library. 

• Out of print history book digitized, 
transcribed, and online for classroom use. 

• County health department needing color 
slides digitized to share among staff. 

• Grant for large photography negative 
collection made accessible, searchable.  

• Large art collection needing images shared 
3000 miles away. 

• University department desiring specialized 
images of 3D objects for online lab for 
grant application budget. 

• Midsize libraries desiring items preserved 
and accessible online for their patrons. 

Manuscript 142, L'abbaye cistercienne de Cambron legal dispute, unrolled, WMU. 
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U.S. Civil War soldier, Augustus Yenner, and 
his 1865 diary. Fully transcribed and 
searchable image database of 8 diaries, WMU 
Libraries: www.wmich.edu/library/digi 










